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The Near Westside and the Reilly 
Tar & Chemical Site
The Reilly Tar & Chemical site, located at 1500 
South Tibbs Avenue, closed after decades of 
pollution concerns. The plant has a history of 
contaminating groundwater and emitting harmful 
chemicals like benzene, pyridines, and ammonia. 
Although cleanup efforts have been made over the 
years, including removing contaminated soil and 
groundwater, concerns about long-term health 
impacts remain. An agreement has been reached 
for the plant’s owners to take responsibility for the 
cleanup, but residents in the area are concerned 
about the lengthy process and the ongoing risks to 
health and safety.1

The Near Westside is approximated by the census tracts 
(green) and ZIP codes (blue) in this map of the southwest 

corner of Marion County.

Health Impact Assessment
In response to community interest, the EPA asked 
the Marion County Public Health Department 
(MCPHD) to conduct a health impact assessment 
(HIA) on the former Reilly Tar & Chemical site. A 
HIA looks into how a program, project, policy, or 
plan impacts a community’s overall health.2 The 
information provided in this document highlights 
the findings from MCPHD’s assessment. 

Health Impacts of Ammonia, 
Benzene and Pyridine Exposure
Exposure to these chemicals over a long period 
of time is associated with an increased risk of 
developing these health issues: 3, 4, 5

• Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease 
(COPD)

• Asthma
• Chronic Bronchitis 
• Emphysema
• Leukemia
• Lung Cancer 
• Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias 

Demographic data helps us better understand 
the people who live in a community and the 
challenges they may face.6  Many general 
population characteristics are similar between 
the Near Westside area, all of Marion County, 
and Indiana. While predominantly White non-
Latino, a larger proportion of Latino Americans 
live in the Near Westside area (15.19%) 
compared to Marion County (11.34%) and 
Indiana (7.69%).7

Demographics

More than one-half (53.5%) of Near Westside 
residents have a household income lower than 
$50,000 compared to 42.5% of Marion County 
residents and 37.3% of all Indiana residents.7



Caution should be used when interpreting the implication of these rates as there may be 
confounding factors that contribute to the findings. 

The Near Westside area has higher rates of disease than Marion County and/or 
Indiana for these conditions
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The Near Westside area has lower rates of disease than Marion County and/or Indiana for 
these conditions

Asthma-related emergency 
room visits 
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Alzheimer’s and dementia 
related emergency room 

visits (2019-2023)

The Near 
Westside shows a  
lower rate of  
Alzheimer’s and 
dementia 
emergency room 
visits than that of 
Marion County.
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