
[Substance Warning] BTMPS Detected in Marion County  

 

January 13, 2025 

We are writing to inform you of the detection of bis(2,2,6,6-tetramethyl-4-piperidyl) sebacate (also referred 
to as “BTMPS”, and “Tinuvin 770”) through our syringe surveillance program. It was detected through SSP 
sites across Marion County.  

Background: 

In September 2024, CFSRE released a data brief regarding BTMPS. It was detected in Philadelphia, 
California, Oregon, Michigan, as well as other states. BTMPS is used as a stabilizer to protect plastic 
materials. It was found with the following drugs: opioids, fentanyl, stimulants, and other adulterants, such 
as medetomidine and xylazine. For more information on BTMPS, please view the full CFRSE alert (attached). 
2  

Summary of Marion County Syringe Surveillance Data: 

BTMPS was first detected in December 2024. In the month of December, a total of 209 
syringes/paraphernalia were tested, and 3% (n=7) contained BTMPS. The syringes that contained BTMPS 
were collected from Safe Access and Support sites located in 46201 and 46203 zip codes. Among the 
syringes that contained BTMPS, the following substances were found: (see Figure 1)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Please note: Zip codes represent the SSP’s location and do not represent where the client lives. 

Health Impacts:  

It remains unclear how BTMPS affects humans. People who work in harm reduction have reported BTMPS 
having a strong chemical or “fishy” smell. According to the American College of Medical Toxicology, 
exposure to BTMPS can cause eye damage and skin irritation (fact sheet attached).1    

Figure 1: Substances found in BTMPS positive syringes, Source: IDOHL Syringe Surveillance Data 
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Recommendations:  

• Give Naloxone. It is important to keep naloxone in hand and administer in the case of a suspected 
overdose. Naloxone sites can be found here https://optin.in.gov/  

• Utilize Fentanyl Test Strips. Testing can assist in detecting the presence of fentanyl in drug 
samples. Testing strips are still encouraged, as BTMPS is often seen in combination with fentanyl.  

• Rescue Breaths. Perform rescue breathing, preferably using a mouth shield.  
• Utilize the rescue position. Lay the person on their side, bend their knee, and turn their face to the 

side to open airway and prevent choking. More information can be found here: 
https://harmreduction.org/issues/overdose-prevention/overview/overdose-basics/responding-to-
opioid-overdose/  

• Inform us if you notice any unusual overdose cases or other information that should be shared with 
partners.   
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